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contest the paper was holding. Jack hesitated for a moment,
recalled a typhoon off the coast of Japan that the Sophie
Sutherland had battled, sat down at the kitchen table, and
began composing. He wrote quickly, smoothly, and pain-
lessly. The following night he finished the story, polished it
as best he could, and sent it to the editor of the Call. He was
awarded the first prize of twenty-five dollars. Second and
third prizes went to men connected with the University of
California and Stanford University.

A reading of Typhoon off Coast of Japan shows it to be
fresh and vigorous after the passage of forty-five years.
The imagery is vivid, the element of suspense is never
lacking, the prose rolls onward with an authentic rhythm of
the sea; and there is music in the sentences of the seventeen-
year-old boy who had had only a grammar-school education.
The Call wrote, " The most striking thing is the largeness of
grasp and steady force of expression that shows the young
artist." Prophetic words.

When the article appeared John London had his happiest
moment since he left Moscow, Iowa; Flora chuckled silently
at her secret joke; and Jack promptly sat down at the kitchen
table to write another sea yarn. However, the editor of the
Call was not running a fiction magazine, and sent the
manuscript back. In his notebook Jack lists at this time an
expenditure of thirty cents for stamps and paper wraps,
which leads us to believe that he continued to write, and to
send his manuscripts to magazines.

If Jack had continued to handle the " Financial Receipts
and Disbursements" as he had at the age of fourteen when he
worked in the cannery, the family would have fared moder-
ately well. However, he turned his wages over to Flora.
Thomas E. Hill of Oakland, in whose sister's home both he
and the Londons rented rooms, reports that Flora fell two
months behind in her rent, and his sister was forced to ask
the family to move.

The jute mill had promised to raise his wage to $1.25 a
day, but after he had worked there for several months they
refused to make good their promise. Jack quit. Having